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To make EFFECTIVE flash cards, you 
will need…

Index cards… Pens and highlighters…..

Something to keep them in order…. Something to keep them in….



Why are flashcards useful?

✓Easy way to record information

✓Keeps information organised

✓Use them to test yourself

✓Great for knowledge retention



What can you put on them?

• Important Facts 

• Names

• Dates

• Quotes

• Statistics 

• Phrases

• Key words

• Questions

• Formulas 

• Definitions

• Case studies



Top tip 1:
• Less is more. Don’t have too much information on each 

card

• Include key words and key information - highlight/colour

• Break down a topic into a series of cards rather than trying 
to fit everything on one card!



Top tip 2:

• Add a question to one side and then the answer(s) 
on the other so you can test yourself.



Top tip 3:

• Make them eye catching by using colours, symbols 
and pictures as well as key words.



How to make flash cards step 1:

• PLAN how many cards 
you are going to make 
and what you are going 
to put on each card.

• This will ensure you 
cover the whole topic 
and don’t miss anything 
out!



How to make flash cards step 2:

• Get an index card

• Consider using different colours for different topics



How to make flash cards step 3:

Remember:

• Don’t have too much 
information on one card

• Make sure you put a 
question/heading on one 
side and then the 
information on another

• Make sure you follow your 
plan so you include 
everything for each topic

Use your notes, textbooks 
and revision guides to 

make your cards



And finally…once you have made 
the flashcards
• Put them in order and use a treasury tag/elastic band/paper clip to keep 

them organised

• Keep them in a folder so you don’t lose them! 



Watch this clip for more great ways to 
use flashcards when revising! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e7DrQNX-ABA



